[Preliminary study of mechanism of HFMC inhibiting sperm functions].
In this study, the mechanism of HFMC (copolymer of hydroxyethyl methacrylate-methacrylic acid-ethyl methacrylate) inhibiting sperm functions was investigated in vitro. We found that HFMC could decrease the pH value of sperm suspension with an increase in HFMC concentration to a certain extent but the maximum decrease is no more than a value of 2.5. The inhibitory effects of HFMC on the sperm functions could be partly inverted after the pH values of sperm suspension had been shifted to its original level of pH 7.4 by the addition of proper amounts of basic solution. It is suggested that the descent of pH value may be one of the causes of HFMC inhibiting sperm functions.